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Situation Reports and Other Mapping Enabled Forms

 Timely situation reports, weather reports, and other 
status reports are essential for incident management.

 Often reports come from no-Internet locations.

 Winlink Express offers several forms that provide 
position reports for mapping and data for CSV 
spreadsheet files.

 When received at the incident management center, 
Winlink Express can display a map showing status 
markers for reports, and it can generate a .csv 
spreadsheet data file with information from reports.
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Sending a SPOTREP-2 Report
 Start composing a new message

 Click “Select Template”

 Select SHARES Spotrep-2.txt from the SHARES group.
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SPOTREP-2 Form
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How Default Position is Determined

 When a form is opened, the default position is 
determined as follows:

1. If a GPS unit is present, use GPS latitude/longitude.

2. If no GPS is present and "Use Position Report 
Location" is checked, use Position Report lat/lon.

3. If no GPS is present and "Use Position Report 
Location" is not checked, use center of grid square 
latitude/longitude.

You can manually enter latitude and longitude to
override the default position.
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Submitting the Report

 Enter one or more recipient addresses in the TO field. 
Separate recipients by comma or semicolon.  You can 
specify both Winlink callsigns and e-mail addresses, 
but only Winlink Express can process reports.

 Enter latitude and longitude.  If you have a GPS 
dongle, it will be entered automatically.  Otherwise, it 
will default to the grid square position.

 Click Yes/No/Unknown buttons for each resource, and 
add any comments.

 Click Submit at the bottom of the form.

 This will generate a message ready to be posted to the 
Outbox.
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SPOTREP-2 Message Ready to Send
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Reception of Reports

 When a message with an attached form data report is 
received by someone running Winlink Express, the 
information from the report is extracted from the 
message automatically and stored in a database.

 Messages do not need to be selected or displayed for 
the data to be added to the database; it’s done on 
download.

 Click “Message” on the main menu bar followed by 
“Generate maps and csv files for forms.”  There also is a 
“world” toolbar icon you can click to get to this screen.
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Showing Maps and Creating csv Files
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Select form

Type of map

Expiration days

Expire old 
reports

Delete all 
reports Make csv file

Export and 
import reports

Display map of 
reports



SPOTREP-2 Map
 Click a marker for information about the report.
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Click “Set Filters” to Filter Map Markers
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Select only recent 
reports

Select which 
reports are to be 

displayed

Mark selected 
outages in red



You Can Select Different Types of Maps
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Simple map if 
no Internet 

and no cached 
map



Spreadsheet Report Data
 Export reports to a csv file and import them into a 

spreadsheet program.

 You can generate custom reports or use report 
positions for your own mapping.
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Recommended GPS Dongle
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Setting up GPS in Winlink Express
 Open Settings - GPS/Position Reports screen
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Select COM port 
of GPS unit

Standard speed 
is 4800 baud

GPS info streams 
here

Your position shown 
here

Check option to 
update grid 

square from GPS 
position

Check to use 
position report 

location as default 
position



 Winlink team:

 Lor Kutchins, W3QA   (President, ARSFi)

 Phil Sherrod, W4PHS   (Developer and BoD)

 Steve Waterman, K4CJX   (Administrator and BoD)

 Winlink web site: www.winlink.org

 White papers about Winlink: www.qrz.com/db/W4PHS

 Support group: 

https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/winlink-

programs-group
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